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(iii) A statement that the publication 
date of the legal notice in the news-
paper of record or FEDERAL REGISTER 
notice is the exclusive means for calcu-
lating the time to file an objection (see 
§§ 218.26(a) and 218.32(a)), and that those 
wishing to object should not rely upon 
dates or timeframe information pro-
vided by any other source. A specific 
date must not be included in the no-
tice. 

(iv) A statement that an objection, 
including attachments, must be filed 
(regular mail, fax, email, hand-deliv-
ery, express delivery, or messenger 
service) with the appropriate reviewing 
officer (see §§ 218.3 and 218.8) within 30 
days of the date of publication of the 
legal notice for the objection process if 
the proposal is an authorized hazardous 
fuel reduction project, or within 45 
days if the proposal is otherwise a 
project or activity implementing a 
land management plan. The statement 
must also describe the evidence of 
timely filing in § 218.9. 

(v) A statement describing the min-
imum content requirements of an ob-
jection (see § 218.8(d)) and identify that 
incorporation of documents by ref-
erence is permitted only as provided 
for at § 218.8(b). 

(d) Within 4 calendar days of the date 
of publication of the legal notice in the 
newspaper of record or, when applica-
ble, the FEDERAL REGISTER, a digital 
image of the legal notice or FEDERAL 
REGISTER publication, or the exact text 
of the notice, must be made available 
on the Web. Such postings must clearly 
indicate the date the notice was pub-
lished in the newspaper of record or 
FEDERAL REGISTER, and the name of 
the publication. 

(e) Through notice published annu-
ally in the FEDERAL REGISTER, each re-
gional forester must advise the public 
of the newspaper(s) of record utilized 
for publishing legal notice required by 
this part. 

§ 218.8 Filing an objection. 
(a) Objections must be filed with the 

reviewing officer in writing. All objec-
tions are available for public inspec-
tion during and after the objection 
process. 

(b) Incorporation of documents by 
reference is not allowed, except for the 

following list of items that may be ref-
erenced by including date, page, and 
section of the cited document, along 
with a description of its content and 
applicability to the objection. All 
other documents must be included with 
the objection. 

(1) All or any part of a Federal law or 
regulation. 

(2) Forest Service directives and land 
management plans. 

(3) Documents referenced by the For-
est Service in the proposed project EA 
or EIS that is subject to objection. 

(4) Comments previously provided to 
the Forest Service by the objector dur-
ing public involvement opportunities 
for the proposed project where written 
comments were requested by the re-
sponsible official. 

(c) Issues raised in objections must 
be based on previously submitted spe-
cific written comments regarding the 
proposed project or activity and attrib-
uted to the objector, unless the issue is 
based on new information that arose 
after the opportunities for comment. 
The burden is on the objector to dem-
onstrate compliance with this require-
ment for objection issues (see para-
graph (d)(6) of this section). 

(d) At a minimum, an objection must 
include the following: 

(1) Objector’s name and address as de-
fined in § 218.2, with a telephone num-
ber, if available; 

(2) Signature or other verification of 
authorship upon request (a scanned sig-
nature for electronic mail may be filed 
with the objection); 

(3) When multiple names are listed on 
an objection, identification of the lead 
objector as defined in § 218.2. 
Verification of the identity of the lead 
objector must be provided upon request 
or the reviewing officer will designate 
a lead objector as provided in § 218.5(d); 

(4) The name of the proposed project, 
the name and title of the responsible 
official, and the name(s) of the na-
tional forest(s) and/or ranger district(s) 
on which the proposed project will be 
implemented; 

(5) A description of those aspects of 
the proposed project addressed by the 
objection, including specific issues re-
lated to the proposed project; if appli-
cable, how the objector believes the en-
vironmental analysis or draft decision 
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specifically violates law, regulation, or 
policy; suggested remedies that would 
resolve the objection; supporting rea-
sons for the reviewing officer to con-
sider; and 

(6) A statement that demonstrates 
the connection between prior specific 
written comments on the particular 
proposed project or activity and the 
content of the objection, unless the ob-
jection concerns an issue that arose 
after the designated opportunity(ies) 
for comment (see paragraph (c) of this 
section). 

§ 218.9 Evidence of timely filing. 
(a) It is the objector’s responsibility 

to ensure timely filing of a written ob-
jection with the reviewing officer. 
Timeliness must be determined by the 
following indicators: 

(1) The date of the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice postmark for an objection received 
before the close of the fifth business 
day after the objection filing period; 

(2) The agency’s electronically gen-
erated posted date and time for email 
and facsimiles; 

(3) The shipping date for delivery by 
private carrier for an objection re-
ceived before the close of the fifth busi-
ness day after the objection filing pe-
riod; or 

(4) The official agency date stamp 
showing receipt of hand delivery. 

(b) For emailed objections, the send-
er should receive an automated elec-
tronic acknowledgement from the 
agency as confirmation of receipt. If 
the sender does not receive an auto-
mated acknowledgment of receipt of 
the objection, it is the sender’s respon-
sibility to ensure timely filing by other 
means. 

§ 218.10 Objections set aside from re-
view. 

(a) The reviewing officer must set 
aside and not review an objection when 
one or more of the following applies: 

(1) Objections are not filed in a time-
ly manner (see §§ 218.7(c)(2)(v) and 
218.9). 

(2) The proposed project is not sub-
ject to the objection procedures in 
§§ 218.1, 218.4, 218.20, and 218.31. 

(3) The individual or entity did not 
submit timely and specific written 
comments regarding the proposed 

project or activity during scoping or 
another designated opportunity for 
public comment (see § 218.5(a)). 

(4) Except for issues that arose after 
the opportunities for comment, none of 
the issues included in the objection are 
based on previously submitted specific 
written comments and the objector has 
not provided a statement dem-
onstrating a connection between the 
comments and objection issues (see 
§§ 218.8(c) and 218.8(d)(6)). 

(5) The objection does not provide 
sufficient information as required by 
§ 218.8(d)(5) and (6) for the reviewing of-
ficer to review. 

(6) The objector withdraws the objec-
tion. 

(7) An objector’s identity is not pro-
vided or cannot be determined from the 
signature (written or electronically 
scanned) and a reasonable means of 
contact is not provided (see § 218.8(d)(1) 
and (2)). 

(8) The objection is illegible for any 
reason, including submissions in an 
electronic format different from that 
specified in the legal notice. 

(9) The responsible official cancels 
the objection process underway to re-
initiate the objection procedures at a 
later date or withdraw the proposed 
project or activity. 

(b) The reviewing officer must give 
prompt written notice to the objector 
and the responsible official when an ob-
jection is set aside from review and 
must state the reasons for not review-
ing the objection. If the objection is set 
aside from review for reasons of illegi-
bility or lack of a means of contact, 
the reasons must be documented and a 
copy placed in the objection record. 

§ 218.11 Resolution of objections. 
(a) Meetings. Prior to the issuance of 

the reviewing officer’s written re-
sponse, either the reviewing officer or 
the objector may request to meet to 
discuss issues raised in the objection 
and potential resolution. The reviewing 
officer has the discretion to determine 
whether adequate time remains in the 
review period to make a meeting with 
the objector practical, the appropriate 
date, duration, agenda, and location for 
any meeting, and how the meeting will 
be conducted to facilitate the most 
beneficial dialogue; e.g., face-to-face 
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